
CANON 2, RULE 2.8  
A judge shall perform the duties of judicial office  

impartially, competently, and diligently. 
 
 
 
RULE 2.8: DECORUM, DEMEANOR, AND COMMUNICATION WITH JURORS 

 
(A)  A judge shall require order and decorum in proceedings before the court.  

 

(B)  A judge shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, 
lawyers, court staff, court officials, and others with whom the judge deals in an 
official capacity and shall require similar conduct of lawyers, court staff, court 
officials, and others subject to the judge’s direction and control.  
 

(C)  A judge shall not commend or criticize jurors for their verdict other than in a court 
order or opinion in a proceeding.  

 

COMMENTS 

 

[1]  The duty to hear all proceedings with patience and courtesy is not inconsistent with 
the duty imposed in Rule 2.5 to dispose promptly of the business of the court. 
Judges can be efficient and businesslike while being patient and deliberate.  

 

[2]  Commending or criticizing jurors for their verdict, including on social media or 
social networking platforms, may imply a judicial expectation in future cases and 
may impair a juror’s ability to be fair and impartial in a subsequent case.  

 

[3]  A judge may meet with jurors who choose to remain at the completion of trial so 
long as the judge does not make any remarks that would adversely affect the judge’s 
impartiality. 
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